Can You Tell the Difference?
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It’s a hot summer day in the Florida
Everglades. You’re surrounded by
lush plants, swampy water, and tons
of mosquitoes. Suddenly, something
begins swimming toward you. You
can only see the top of its scaly head.
It’s an alligator. No, it’s a crocodile.
Ack! Which scary reptile is it?
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A Lot Alike
It’s a good thing you’re about to
learn about gators and crocs.
You never know when you
might run into one. These two
animals have a lot in common.
They can be difficult to tell apart.
They’re both reptiles, and they both
have murderous teeth. But this guide
can help you tell the difference.
That way, you’ll know which animal
is trying to eat you!
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Alligators and crocodiles look alike,

Alligators prefer fresh water. But
crocodiles aren’t so picky. They live in
both fresh water and salt water. Crocs
can live in both types of water because
they have salt glands. After they

but they do have many differences.

swallow salty water, the glands push

For starters, they usually live in different

the salt out.

places. Alligators only live in the
southeastern United States and part
of China. Crocs live around
the world, except where
it is very cold. So don’t
go looking for them
in Antarctica!
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