Super Sea Creatures

S EA

C UCUMBERS
GAIL TERP

1

Bolt is published by Black Rabbit Books
P.O. Box 3263, Mankato, Minnesota, 56002.
www.blackrabbitbooks.com
Copyright © 2021 Black Rabbit Books
Marysa Storm, editor; Grant Gould, designer;
Omay Ayres, photo researcher
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.
Names: Terp, Gail, 1951- author.
Title: Sea cucumbers / by Gail Terp.
Description: Mankato, Minnesota : Black Rabbit Books, [2021] | Series:
Bolt. super sea creatures | Includes bibliographical references and index.
| Audience: Ages 8-12 | Audience: Grades 4-6 | Summary: “Dive into
learning about sea cucumbers with vibrant photography, engaging text,
and range maps, size comparisons, and other infographics”– Provided
by publisher. Identifiers: LCCN 2019026794 (print) | LCCN 2019026795
(ebook) | ISBN 9781623102845 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781644663806
(paperback) | ISBN 9781623103781 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Sea cucumbers–Juvenile literature.
Classification: LCC QL384.H7 T47 2021 (print) | LCC QL384.H7 (ebook) |
DDC 593.9/6–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019026794
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019026795
Printed in the United States. 2/20

Image Credits

Alamy: imageBROKER, 31; Poelzer
Wolfgang, 4–5; WaterFrame, 22; Dreamstime: Alexander Ogurtsov, 1, 16–17; Minden:
Georgette Douwma, 28 (top); Jurgen Freund, 28
(btm); Shinji Kusano, 12; Science Source: ANT Photo
Library, 15 (deep water); D.P. Wilson/FLPA, 21 (top); Franco
Banfi, 10–11; Frans Lanting/MINT Images, 15 (shallow water);
Jeff Rotman, 9; Martin Shields, 27; Shutterstock: Ethan Daniels,
Cover, 32; F16-ISO100, 26–27 (toothpaste); HelloRF Zcool, 14
(cucumber); Krittiya Siriwal, 15 (coral reefs); Laura Dinraths,
6, 21 (btm); Lydia Vero, 18; Macrovector, 24 (plankton); MYP
Studio, 14 (bkgd); Nick Kashenko, 24 (sea cucumber); nuruddean, 26–27 (shampoo); photka, 24 (sand); Prachaya Roekdeethaweesab, 24 (crab); Rich Carey, 22–23, 24 (sea turtle);
tubuceo, 3; Wolna, 24 (fish)
Every effort has been made to contact copyright
holders for material reproduced in this book.
Any omissions will be rectified in subsequent
printings if notice is given to
the publisher.

C ONTENTS
CHAPTER 1

In the Sea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
CHAPTER 2

Food to Eat
and a Place to Live. . . . . .13
CHAPTER 3

Family Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
CHAPTER 4

Part of Their World. . . . .25
. . . . . . . . . . .30

Other Resources

C HAPT E R 1

I N THE S EA

A sea cucumber searches the ocean
floor with its tentacles. As the sea
cucumber eats, a fish comes near.
Predator! The sea cucumber has no
time to hide. So it shoots its guts out
of its anus. Surprised, the fish swims
away. The sea cucumber then digs into
the sand. It needs to hide so its guts
can grow back.
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A Good Name
Sea cucumbers are amazing ocean
animals. There are many types of them.
Most are shaped like cucumbers. That’s
where their name comes from. They come
in many colors. Some sea cucumbers are
very short. Others are quite long.
A sea cucumber has no eyes or nose.
It just has a mouth. On the other end of its
body is its anus. A sea cucumber uses its
anus for two main jobs. It sends out waste
through it. It also breathes through it.

COMPARING
LENGTHS
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spotted worm
sea cucumber
black sea cucumber
yellow sea cucumber
inches

about 72 inches (183 centimeters)
about 14 inches (36 cm)
about 3 inches (8 cm)
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Getting Around
Sea cucumbers mostly stay on
the sea floor. Many can’t even swim.
They use their five rows of many feet
to get around. The rows go along the
bottoms of their bodies. With them,
sea cucumbers walk slowly on the
ocean floor.
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To move to new places, some sea cucumbers
fill their bodies with water. They then float
toward the surface and ride a current
current.

