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C HAPT E R 1

I N THE S EA

A crab crawls along the ocean floor.
An octopus is close by. But the crab
doesn’t see it. The octopus has changed
its color. It looks just like the rocks and
sand around it. Suddenly, the octopus
grabs the crab and brings it close. The
octopus uses its beak to make a hole in
the crab’s shell. It then scrapes out the
meat. Dinnertime!
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Blending In
About 300 kinds of octopus swim
in the oceans. These animals use
camouflage to hide. Their skin changes
color to match their surroundings.
Octopuses can hide by changing
shapes too. They have no bones and
can stretch to look like plants. They
can ball up to look like rocks.

COMPARING
LENGTHS
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giant Pacific octopus
common octopus
blue-ringed octopus
wolfi octopus
feet

10 to 16 feet (3 to 5 meters)
1 to 3 feet (.3 to .6 m)
.4 to .7 foot (.1 to .2 m)
less than .08 foot (.02 m)
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Many Arms
Octopuses are smart animals with
great eyesight. They all have eight
arms. Each arm is covered with two
rows of suckers. The suckers have
chemical receptors. These help
octopuses taste whatever they touch.
Octopuses use their arms and
suckers all the time. They use
them to explore the ocean floor.
They also use them to find and
grab prey.
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Octopuses can travel in many different ways.
They can crawl on the ocean floor or swim.
For quick travel, they propel themselves by
shooting water from their bodies.

