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I N THE S EA

It’s night in the ocean. A moray eel
hides in a coral reef. It waits for prey.
Soon, a squid swims near. It has no
idea it’s in danger. Quickly, the moray
darts out. It bites the squid. The squid
struggles. It squirms. But there’s no
escape from the moray.
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Long and Lean
Moray eels are strong hunters. There
are about 200 types of these predators.
They look like snakes, but they’re fish.
These fish don’t have scales. Instead,
they have slimy skin. The slime protects
morays from parasites and bacteria.
Moray skin comes in many colors.
It’s often patterned. Patterned skin helps
morays blend in with their habitats.
Predators and prey can’t see them.

COMPARING
LENGTHS
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slender giant moray
green moray
California moray
snowflake moray
feet

up to 13 feet (4 meters)
up to 8 feet (2 m)
up to 5 feet (1.5 m)
up to 3 feet (1 m)
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Secret Weapon
All morays have a second jaw.
It’s in their throats. These extra jaws are
their secret weapons. When attacking,
a moray’s outer teeth bite and hold.
Then the inner jaw shoots forward.
It grabs the prey. The outer teeth
then let go. The inner jaw pulls
the prey into the throat.
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Sometimes shrimp crawl on
morays. They eat the eels’
dead skin. The shrimp get
free food. And the eels get
clean bodies.

